Second/Third Quarter 2008

NO

R T HE AS

T

THE NOR’EASTER™
O

AS

SO

F

The Official Newsletter of the Northeast Association of 4WD Clubs, Inc.

C IATI O N

2008 NEA4WDC Fall Crawl
Flex courtesy of BDS Suspension Systems

Inside This Issue
Contact Us

Page 2 PR News/Events

Association Directory

Page 3 Upcoming Events

Page 19

Advertising Info

Page 4 Save The Date

Page 20

Executive Columns

Page 9-10

Land Committee Reports

Page 11

National News and Views

Page 13,15

Page 18-19

Page 2
2008 Executive Officers
President: Jason Ghelli
Executive Vice President: Tammy Van Gemert
Secretary: Pat Charron
Treasurer: Steve Nordby
Vice President Environmental Affairs: Scott Hatch
2008 Land Directors
New Hampshire Land Director: Scott Hatch
Maine Land Director: Scott Brown
Vermont Land Director: Brian Churchill
Massachusetts Land Director: Mike White
Rhode Island Land Director: Bob Butler
Connecticut Land Director: Joe Mylie
New York Land Director: OPEN POSITION
Public Relations Contact- Mark Dupont/Steve Nordby (snordby65@yahoo.com)
Nor’Easter Editor- Tammy Van Gemert
Website Contact- Scott Hatch/Jason Ghelli (spyderghel@comcast.net)
Sales/Advertising/Business Memberships– OPEN POSITION
Access-4-All Vehicle Coordinator: Bob Butler (axleb@cox.net)
Mailing Address: Northeast Association of 4WD Clubs, Inc.
P.O. Box 887
Derry, NH 03038
E-mail: info@nea4wd.org
Please be sure to include the reason for your e-mail in the Subject so we can forward it to the correct person.
Phone: 508 468-1658
Join us at a meeting! Meetings are the first Saturday of every other month, excluding holidays, from 10am to 2pm. We are
now bringing meetings to a location near you so check the Calendar of Events to see when we will be in your area! We
would love to have you there!
www.nea4wd.org
forum.nea4wd.org

http://www.reelwebsoultions.com
info@reelwebsolutions.com
Web Hosting, Web Application.

http://www.domenicsautoandjeep.com
Hours of Operation

Off-road General Store

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Oil, Lube, Filter for any vehicle

Some Saturdays

NH State Inspection Station

WARN Red Letter Dealer

Lift Kit Sale & Install

Standard Shop Rate: $65 p/hr

On-Board Air/Welding Systems

Visit the Domenic’s Auto & Jeep Booth!

Jeep V8 Conversions
...and much more!
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Northeast Association of 4WD Clubs Member’s Directory

Full Membership
Baystate Jeepers, Inc.
423 Main Street, Townsend MA 01474
President: Mark Fisher
http://www.baystatejeepers.com
Berkshire4Wheelers
44 Arbor Lane, Agawam MA 01001
President:
http://www.berkshire4wheelers.org
Central CT Four Wheelers
237 Spruce Brook Road, Berlin CT 06037
(860) 982-4266
President: Tom Lombardo
http://www.cc4w.org
Crazy Jeepers
P.O. Box 811, Assonet MA 02702
President:
http://www.crazyjeeper.com
Deep Woods Extreme, Inc.
P.O. Box 367, Hudson NH 03051
(603) 413-6667
President: Roy Van Gemert
http://www.DeepWoodsExtreme.com
Freedom Trail Riders
P.O. Box 93, North Easton MA 02356
President: Mark Dupont
http://www.freedomtrailriders.org
JonFund
Based in CT
President: Bill McCarthy
http://www.jonfund.com
Legal Jeepers
Based in NH
Co-Presidents: Marc Saxby & David Morrill
http://www.legaljeeper.com
Long Island Off Road Club, Inc.
151 McNeil Street, Sayville NY 11782
(631) 567-6784
President: Joe Levanti
http://www.ec4wda.org/LIOR
Mass Mudders Inc.
P.O. Box 8008 #241, Gloucester, MA
(978) 281-6350
President: Michael Ramos
http://www.massmudders.com
NE4WI
P.O. Box 142, Hadley MA 01035
President: Bill Barnes
http://www.ne4wi.org

New England Jeepz
9 Magnolia Terrace, Wakefield MA 01880
(617) 365-0699
President: John Shelton
http://www.newenglandjeepz.org
NEZR2
1500 A. Lafayette Road, Portsmouth NH 03801
(617) 217-8003
President: Michael Yaffe
http://www.nezr2.com
Northeast Jeep Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 2081, Middletown CT 06457
President: Damon Scott
http://www.nejeep.org
NEWJO
2 Spruce Lane, Dover NH 03820
President: Dan Stonesifer
http://www.newjo.org
North Woods Off-Road
(603) 723-4157
President: Mark Pouliot
Patriot Jeepers, Inc.
54 Edgemere Blvd., Shrewsbury MA 01545
(508) 757-3134
President: Rich Banfield
http://www.patriotjeepers.com
South Shore Wheelers
P.O. Box 19, Kingston MA 02564
President: John Price
http://www.southshorewheelers.org
Summit Crawlers
(508) 923-0770
President: Liza Snow
http://www.summitcrawlers.com
Upstate New York Xterra Club
406 Kathleen Drive, Endwell NY 13760
(607) 748-9590
President: Micah Mellander
http://www.unyxterra.com
Vermont Jeep Association
P.O. Box 111, Morrisville, VT 05661
President: Brian Churchill
http://www.vtjeep.org
Yankee Toys
Based in MA
President: Joe Mylie
http://www.yankeetoys.org

Provisional Members
*Provisional Members are clubs
who are waiting to be voted in as
Full Members pending completion
of their application process.
Northeast Toyota Crawlers
http://www.toyotacrawlers.com
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BECOME A SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBER OF THE NEA4WDC
Silver Membership- Starting at $250
Business card ad in newsletter*
Listing/link on Association website*
Silver placard for business
10% discount on advertising rates above what is included in package
Gold Membership- Starting at $500
Half page ad in newsletter*
Extended ad on Association website*
Gold placard for business
20% discount on advertising rates above what is included in package
Free booth at one NEA4WDC-sponsored event
Platinum Membership- Starting at $750
Full page ad in newsletter*
Front page listing on NEA4WDC Website w/full page ad
Plaque for business
Free advertising above what is included in package
Superior promotion of your business at Association events
Why is it worth every penny?
The Nor’Easter is distributed to over 3,900 members throughout the Northeast as well as to four national organizations. Our
website sees traffic on a national level. We all know the advertising power of the internet. By advertising that you support
the NEA4WDC, our members will be encouraged to use your services before calling one of your competitors. So really, justifying your investment is a no brainer!

Contact us today to find out how you can become a 2008 Supporting Business Member!
* You must provide us with logos and text for advertising and website content. Logos should be in a proper resolution and
we prefer .jpg format. Advertising text is subject to revision by one of our editors for space and grammar. If you require extensive formatting or editorial services we may charge an additional fee.

Don’t want to be a Business Member but you wish to advertise in the Nor’Easter*?
•
•
•
•

$50 for business card size advertisement (not to exceed 4”)
$75 for a 1/4 page advertisement (not to exceed 15”)
$100 for a half page advertisement (not to exceed 30”)
$150 for a full page advertisement (not to exceed 60”)

You must provide us with logos and text for your ad. Logos should be sent in proper resolution and .jpg
format is preferred. Advertising text is subject to revision by one of our editors for space and grammar. If
you require extensive formatting or editorial services we may charge an additional fee. Ad sizes are approximate.
Please contact us for additional information.

12 Easterbrook Road, Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-6606 info@allthingsjeep.com
http://www.allthingsjeep.com

Page 6

NORTHEAST ASSOCIATION OF 4WD CLUBS ACCESS-4-ALL PROGRAM
The Northeast Association of 4WD Clubs is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting and promoting legal and
environmentally responsible off-highway vehicle recreation, while maintaining a harmonious relationship between OHV
enthusiasts and landowners. We accomplish this through supporting and educating government agencies, our own member clubs, private landowners, and the general public.
Recently the Association released details of the launch of their signature Access-4-All Program. The program will help
provide access to those who might not be able to access the outdoors with the help of a 4WD vehicle. The Association has
been working on a Jeep Cherokee to make the necessary modifications in order to bring it to events and eventually use it
for the intended purpose of bringing people into the back country.
Over the past year the Access-4-All Vehicle, with the help of volunteers and most importantly Bay State Off Road in Middleboro MA, has received a complete mechanical upgrade, a lift kit (donated by Domenic's Auto and Jeep in Hampstead
NH), a front backbone system installed, and new differential covers. The next phase of the build will be held on April 5th
from 10am to 4pm at Bay State Off Road, 15R Spruce Street, Unit #5 Middleboro, MA 02346. The goal is to install the
TC drop, SYE and drive shaft, frame stiffeners, trim fenders, and plan the next steps.
As funds and materials become available, our goals for the vehicle will be to install new gears and lockers in the axles, add
body protection and skids, and install a roll cage and a front winch.
Interested in donating to the Access-4-All Vehicle? If you wish to donate parts please email Bob Butler at axleb@cox.net
If you are interested in a making a monetary donation, please send a check made payable to NEA4WDC to:
NEA4WDC
C/O Access for All
PO Box 887
Derry NH 03038
OR Pay-Pal with the link below and place "Access-4-All Vehicle" in the subject line
http://www.nea4wd.org/topics/index.cfm?fac...64&custom=N
For more information about the Access-4-All Vehicle:
http://www.nea4wd.org/articles/index.cfm?f...;ARTICLE_ID=212
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BUSINESS MEMBERS

The following businesses have willingly donated financial and material support to the Northeast Association of 4WD Clubs,
Inc. Many of the businesses also offer discounts to NEA4WDC members so please remember to use their services and tell
them you saw their ad in the Nor’Easter or on the website.
Please see their ads for complete business details.
Domenic’s Auto & Jeep, Hampstead NH

Tom Woods Drive Shafts, Ogden UT

Reel Web Solutions, Brookline NH

Crown Automotive

Low Range Magazine, Tilton NH

WARN Industries, Oregon

All Things Jeep, Lunenburg MA

Clayton Off Road Manufacturing, Waterbury CT

Detours Mfg., LLC, Connecticut Shoreline

Extremeradiator.com

Elias 4WD, Townsend MA
7SlotGrilles.com, Shrewsbury MA
Baystate Off-Road, Middleboro MA
Lovewell Mountain Regalia, Portsmouth NH
Dedham Wholesale Tire
BDS Suspensions, Coldwater MI

http://www.elias4wdcenter.com

LOVEWELL MOUNTAIN REGALIA
70 Heritage Avenue Suite 8, Portsmouth New Hampshire
03801
Stephen_lovewellmtn@comcast.net
603-433-4288 (Business)
603-431-5337 (Fax)
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Not sure about joining? Is the NEA4WDC right for your club?
By: Dan Stra, Paul Maxwell-with edits by Tammy Van Gemert
Thinking about joining the NEA4WDC but you have questions or you don’t know how to go about joining? Contact us for information if you
would like to take the next step and become part of our community.
What about incorporating?
Incorporating is easier and more affordable than you think. All of the current member clubs have done it and the Association is willing to provide you with all of the help you need.
Generally speaking, incorporation provides protection for liability. Although your club's assets remain vulnerable, no one can go after your
personal assets such as your house, bank account, or things that you hold near and dear. To be direct, we don't think it is wise for any club to
not be incorporated because of the potential liability its members become exposed to. Incorporation should be the first thing someone does
after they think about starting any organization.
We want to join, but our club is not incorporated and we don't have by-laws. Will you help me?
We will gladly help any person or club and it is a free service we offer to you and your club.
The NEA4WDC realizes that just the thought of incorporating can be intimidating. Filing costs are minimal in most states. We even have provisions in our by-laws for clubs that are not yet incorporated but seeking to become so.
As the committee is working with you to incorporate it will also work with you to put together a working set of by-laws. One common misconception about by-laws is that they are these long, drawn out documents with a lot of legal mumbo jumbo. That could not be further from the
truth. By-laws don’t need to have a lot of jargon. They can be a document which lists your club’s home address, executive officers, and a set
of general rules which allow your club to operate smoothly. You should think of them as a working document that is refined and polished over
time. You might initially think that putting together by-laws is going to be tough. Trust us, it is a lot easier than you think. Especially when you
have our assistance.
Well that's all fine and good, but what about that insurance thing?
Insurance is yet another benefit offered to you under the umbrella of the NEA4WDC. We offer you another layer of protection on top of incorporating. But insurance also protects the landowners that we work with and it protects the Association.
Odds are, if you have checked into insurance, you found that it is difficult to obtain. We all know that because we have all tried. It is with this
in mind that the NEA4WDC has secured blanket coverage for any member club while on an NEA4WDC sponsored run. Your club would be
responsible for covering a per event/per day cost each time you request the use of the insurance. You can contact Steve Nordby for more
details.
What about the NEA4WDC bylaws? There are a lot of them! Who can remember all those rules?
Rules and by-laws are a given for any registered organization but they are also in place for your protection. They also provide protection for
the generous landowners that allow us to use their land and for the association that has put so much time and energy into locating new places
for us to enjoy our sport.
Because we are an Association, we needed to address issues that a single club would not even consider. Many of them are procedural which
is good in that you have something to reference or follow. Others are conduct oriented and aimed specifically at shedding the negative images that the public has been lead to believe about us all.
All member clubs are strongly urged to abide by our by-laws. We mean to preserve the strong relationships that we have built with various
landowners and frown upon any action which jeopardizes our good standing with them. This is to our advantage and is our future. We are all
better off for it.
What we feel we have accomplished with these bylaws is a smooth running association for you and all other member clubs. We have tried to
cover all foreseeable issues by proactively addressing them before hand rather than trying to react to situations after the fact. Naturally, there
will be bumps in the road but remember that this is a working document that is updated or revised as the member clubs see fit.
So there you have it. We urge you to contact us if you have any further questions or would like to join.
Sincerely,
The NEA4WDC

http://www.7slotgrilles.com
54 Edgemere Blvd., Shrewsbury MA 01545
508-340-1488

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Wow!
I can’t believe almost a year has gone by since I took office. There have been ups and downs, good times
and some struggles but looking back and taking stock it has been worth it.
I had a hard time in the beginning because I lost track of the fact this is supposed to be fun. Sure there is a
lot of work involved, and sometimes we lose our patience, or get caught up in our emotions but that’s when
we need to remind each other this is recreation to us. We do it to have fun.
Yes we need rules, and sometimes enforcing them is not fun. Yes there are people with personality conflicts and opposing opinions. But we all share the same passion for off –roading. It is important to not lose
sight of that. So if and when you feel yourself getting stressed out, remember we do this for FUN!!!!
A while back I was asked to post my short term goals. I found that post and want to give you all an update
on where things stand.
Short Term Goals: (For me I used 08 as my short term guide)
1) Train volunteers to resume "safety patrol program" (scheduled for 3/15)
Training completed and I have seen attendees using the tools provided in the meetings. We do need to
have another training class, and schedule more “official” patrols though.
2) Recon and assess properties that need maintenance/perform repairs
This is an on going process that will never end. We have had several successful trail work days and for the
most part the properties are in good shape.
3) Foster the joint venture relationship with Region D focusing on combining efforts and resources not duplicating them.
I have fallen a bit short on this. I got caught up in running things here and haven’t been able to devote the
time I wanted to this. I will work on building that relationship over the winter though.
4) Rejuvenate Strategic planning committee; follow through with action plan to implement their suggestions.
I semi delegated this task to Tammy and she has taken the ball and ran with it. They are in the early stages
but are making progress. Now that Fall Crawl is over and things are calmed down a bit I think activity here
will pick up.
5) Scout/Mark new property Paul & Carl are working on in MA
It is my understanding significant work has been done out there and the new trails are very awesome.
6) United convention
Has come and gone. Everything we could control was awesome. We didn’t not get the turn out we hoped
for but overall I think it was good to host the event. A lot of us have a better understanding of where United
is heading.
7) Continue to build Volunteer efforts like we did from 06 to 07 through 08
Judging by the amount of volunteers we have it seems like we are on pace to have the same turn out as
last year. I do see a lot of the same names on there and would love to have some others come out and
help shoulder the load. No one will be turned down for volunteering. If you’re not comfortable with a saw or
clippers, we always need people to clear as well.
8) 75% completion of the Map VI program
I lost track of where we are on this. I need to follow up with Scott.
9) Some kind of progress made on OFR
Mark DuPont has made some good contacts and headway. We have revised our policy on OFR and will be
continuing to work on this.
10) Completion of the A4A vehicle
Well it’s not “done”, but it has been on 2 runs. I think all that’s left is regearing, a locker and maybe a winch.
So looks like I still have some work to do to accomplish the goals I set for myself, but the year isn’t over
and I’m not ready to give up just yet!!!
Jason Ghelli
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FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT’S DESK

As I sit and reflect on the year so far, a smile comes over my face when I think of all the accomplishments we have made. Lately
we have been tossing around suggestions, complaints, bickering, etc. Let’s step back for a second and look at everything we
have done.
• Secured new land in NH, established a maintenance plan, and executed the building of bridges and trails.
• Successfully hosted one of the biggest events our Association has ever taken on-the United Convention.
• For the first time ever we hosted the Fall Crawl with very minimal complaints or negative feedback. Overall a very productive event.
• Strengthened relationships with landowners of private land in MA and organized cleanups to promote our responsible use
of the land.
• Worked with town officials and landowners to bring a project to fruition that has been lagging over the years.
• Developed relationships with new Business Members.

•

Established a stronger presence in Rhode Island by becoming more involved within established organizations and state
committees.
• Resurrected our involvement in a Trail Patrol Program.
• Developed a plan of attack for some very positive motorized use legislation in NH.
• Brought the Access-4-All Vehicle to a level where it has been able to go out on the trails. Secured a dedicated spokesperson for the program.
I know there are quite a few more things we have accomplished but this is a good start to get you thinking on your own. What an
awesome confirmation that we have already done so much and the year is not even over yet. Nothing is ever perfect and there
are always improvements that can be made and more work to be done. Another confirmation of our success can be seen by
looking at the growth we have had over the past year. We have grown to having over 20 clubs and inquiries are still coming in. I
know some see that as a possible hindrance but consider that having new growth allows us to handle the turnover from clubs
that just don’t feel they fit or people who have burnt out and cannot be involved anymore.
As we get closer to the end of the year a couple positions are open for election, Executive Vice President and Treasurer. I have
every intention of staying on if you all would allow me to do so. If not, I will still support this Association and help out in the
same capacity I do now, just without the title. Steve however, has served his sentence and feels it is time to move on and pursue other goals and personal desires. I am sure he will make sure his replacement is comfortable before moving on but we will
definitely need someone to fill his role. I know at times we pick on Steve for how he manages his position but I wouldn’t want
anything less for the person who manages the money that allows us to exist. This position will probably have a tougher application process than others as we need to make sure whoever we elect is trustworthy and can handle everything that will be involved. We still have other positions that need to be filled such as PR Director, Lobbyist, Membership Director, etc. I think we
also need to start putting some serious effort into developing a relationship with legal representation as we get more involved
with legislation and land use battles.
I feel as though we are always asking for people’s time and money but unfortunately those are the two things we will always
need to be successful. It is always going to be a challenge as we fight our own personal struggles with economy and commitments outside of our hobby. We’ve all chosen a hobby that requires a struggle just to be able to do what we love but when I
think of the way our sport is growing and all the growth we have made over the years, and then I think of all the awesome people I have met as a result of my involvement, I can’t think of much else I would rather do. Sometimes we get so wrapped up in
the moment and at times it has almost resulted in full blown sparring but when the dust settles, we’re back on the same team
fighting for the same cause.
Tammy Van Gemert

Premium Lifted Suspension Systems
Quality That Won’t Let You Down!
Coldwater, MI
517-279-2135
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Regional Reports & News
New Hampshire Land Report
composed from reports by Scott Hatch
The Town of Unity has been dealing with “renegade” wheelers causing issues with the Class VI roads and has decided to close the roads until
July 1, 2009. Scott met with the Board of Selectmen as well as other officials to see if the NEA4WDC can help and to let them know who we are.
In related news, a problem also came up with a Class VI road in Hillsboro NH where a stubborn landowner has repeatedly tried to block the road
and the town has had to warn him that he will be charged with a violation if he continues his behavior. Recently the NEA4WDC organized a group
to go out and remedy one of the attempted roadblocks.
Scott is continuing to work with the Trails Bureau and NH Fish & Game to push the initiatives through that were outlined in the last edition of the
newsletter and the proposal is also posted on the NEA4WDC forum.
Recently the NEA4WDC acquired permission to use a new parcel of land that is approximately 1500 acres. Since the acquisition, we have built
new trails and we have performed trail maintenance such as the construction and installation of two bridges, with a third to be built and installed at
a later date. The bridges were built and installed by volunteers of the NEA4WDC. The land is owned by a concrete company that has opened the
land for multiple use recreation. For this reason we urge all motorized users to use caution while out on the trails as you may come across other
forms of recreation such as hikers, equestrians, etc.
On a sad note we may be losing some access to a place we all know as Carnage Hill. The local power company is rebuilding the power line which
will eliminate most of the obstacles we use. However the land I just mentioned is fairly close to the Carnage property and there is supposedly a
little bit for everyone and we haven’t even tapped the full 1500 acres yet. So you lose some and you win some.

Massachusetts Land Report
Mike White has been appointed as the new MA Land Director. Liza Snow had stepped in as an Interim Director and the NEA4WDC is very appreciative of her contributions and volunteerism. Mike had already taken on the task of working with Bic White to tackle issues arising with a popular
trail known as MA Bell. The legality of the trail has always been kind of a gray area and with recent issues regarding excessive trail braiding, overuse, and other problems it was decided that we needed to start working with the town and doing some research about the trail. There were also
rumors about portions of the trail being closed by one of the landowners. Mike and Bic have done an extensive amount of work in researching
information, making contacts with the town, and reporting back so that the NEA4WDC can make an educated decision as to our stance on the
usage of the trail. After a discussion with the Northampton Conservation Planner, Mike and BIc presented their thoughts to the delegates of the
NEA4WDC and it was decided that we should make an official statement as to our stance and that is to adhere to the concerns of the Town of
Northampton and restrict our members to the known legal land usage by turning around at the Summit and avoiding the section known as Suzuki
Hill. In the meantime Bic and Mike will continue working with the town and they will try to develop a relationship with one of the landowners who
has shown apathy towards motorized recreation. We are asking everyone to please respect the work they are doing and to be patient as they
continue to produce results.
Another major project that the NEA4WDC has been working on for quite some time is Old Florida Road. Recently Mark Dupont has stepped up to
continue the work where others had left off. He has been having conversations with the Florida Selectmen. Based on Mark’s reports the delegates
made a formal decision to ask our members, and all motorized users who frequent Old Florida Road, to only travel through the left side of the
water hole where there is a hard bottom and to stay out of the re-vegetated area and the deeper water to the right, when traveling in the direction
of South (Adams) to North (Florida).

Rhode Island Land Report
Bob Butler has been “officially” appointed to the Rhode Island Recreational Trails Advisory Committee. Bob had been attending the meetings for
awhile but the Committee made his involvement official and he is now locked in for five years. Our involvement with the Rhode Island Off-Highway
Vehicle Association seems to be producing results as they seem to be opening up their parcel of land to us for 4x4 use.

As you can see, there are some common themes in the Land Use Reports.

•
•

Progress is being made.

There is still so much work to be accomplished.

• WE NEED MORE HELP!!!!
Many of us know from the experience within our own clubs that there are never enough volunteers and the same people end up
doing a lot of the work. Those people end up getting burnt out and progress comes to a halt. Well, we all love to wheel right?
We are proud of our sport/hobby right? We put a lot of time, effort, and money into our vehicles right? We care about how our
states are limiting our right to wheel more and more everyday right? Well then let’s do something to insure that we have a place
to go! Let’s help out where we can-even if it is only devoting an hour a day to logging onto a forum and providing some feedback
or going to a four to five hour meeting once every other month.
Make a resolution for 2008 to become more involved in your club and in the NEA4WDC so some of the burnouts can revitalize
their roots and get back in the game!
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NATIONAL NEWS ON A LOCAL LEVEL

Rock Run...Pennsylvania’s Paragon Done Right!
Content copied from Pirate4x4.com
We need your help!
As we all know, legal trail riding opportunities in the East are rare. Even more rare are NEW places to ride. With your
help, we can create a new opportunity for off-road enthusiasts.
The Rock Run Recreation Area is a multi-use facility owned by the Cambria County Conservation and Recreation
Authority. It was formerly owned by a coal company and was purchased with state monies and turned over to the
CCCRA. The area now boasts in excess of 50 miles of ATV trails, with another 100 miles of trails planned. Rock Run
is located near Patton, PA, about 2 hours east of Pittsburgh.
Last fall, State Representative Gary Hulska (D) held a meeting for those who had emailed the park in hopes of OHV
trails. At the conclusion of the meeting, the Western PA 4x4 Trails Advisory Committee was formed to assist the
RRRA with creating trails.
After countless hours of trail planning and building, a small trail ride was held in November 2007. While cold and
snowy, the event was considered a success. When spring broke, the Committee addressed erosion concerns and
continued to create trails.
Last weekend, the park held its first official trail ride. It was a huge success for those involved. Members of Big Rubbers, Black List Wheelers Association, and Maryland Creepers brought approximately 30 rigs to the park. All trail
levels from easy green trails to brutal red trails were run, some for the first time.
With our continued success and good relationship with the park, the board of Rock Run appears ready to purse
more OHV trail opportunities. While they know ATVs, they are not aware of the popularity of the OHVs.
We need your support! Please send an email to both of these addresses. Please indicate that you are happy to see
the park and would like to see more trails in place. We can make this happen!
info@rockrunrecreation.com
amcanult@pahouse.net
More information can be found at www.rockrunrecreation.com
and http://wpa4xtrac.org

Dedham Wholesale Tire, where you'll find passenger tires, performance tires, truck and SUV tires and more from
proven brands, including Michelin, BFGoodrich, Bridgestone and other leading industry names. Conveniently located in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, Dedham Wholesale Tire offers brake service, alignment, tune-ups and other
valuable services to get your car, truck, minivan or SUV back on the road. Give us a call at (617) 325-6600 or drop
us an email at retail@dedhamwholesaletire.com, we will get back to you promptly.
Thousands of satisfied customers from Suffolk County, Norfolk County and other surrounding areas rely on Dedham
Wholesale Tire each year.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: Del Albright, del@delalbright.com
RLTC/VLLS Course Developer, BlueRibbon Ambassador
(209) 304-7693

Off-Road Businesses Support Leadership Training
Del Albright’s RLTC Course Gets Nationwide Support
Leadership training for volunteers is now available online, by email, that will help answer these age-old questions:
How do I save my trails?
How do I avoid “burnout” in land use issues and politics?
How do I keep my club alive and well?
Where can I learn about public speaking and dealing with bureaucrats?
Why do I need to learn more about NEPA and environmental science?
Where can I learn how to better organize events, runs and conventions?
Del Albright, BlueRibbon Coalition Ambassador and Recreation Advocate is proud to announce a huge partnership with off-road
businesses designed to help more folks save trails and keep our outdoor sports alive. Del combines his 35 years of supervision,
management and leadership experience with his 25 years of land use involvement, to make the RLTC course YOUR answer to the
age-old questions.
Become a graduate of the online Recreational Leadership Training Course (RLTC) and receive YOUR choice of gift certificates,
discounts, swag and freebies from these fine businesses who believe in you -- our future as leaders in outdoor recreation.
Graduate by December 20th 2008 for a chance to win one of these extra special GREAT prizes:
TMax Wireless 9000lb Winch from JEEPCAMPING.COM
Warn PullzAll
Rancho RS 9000 XL Shocks
Jeepers Jamboree Participant Ticket for 2009
These sponsors and partners of the RLTC course are working hard to help us ensure we have trails and riding areas in the future.
Leadership of volunteers is key to keeping our trails open and our outdoor sports alive. This new incentive program applies to all
graduates of RLTC, past and future. It couldn’t be easier. Sign up online, work at your own pace, and become part of a unique
national network of volunteer leaders helping each other learn more about leadership.
The businesses supporting the RLTC course include:
JEEPCAMPING.COM
WARN Industries
Rancho
Jeepers Jamboree
ARB 4x4 Accessories
Olympic4x4 Products
Powertank
PRP Seats
Premier Power Welder
PullPal
Bill Burke’s 4Wheeling America
Todd Ockert (United FWDA)
OutbackToilets.com
Roundeyes.com
Low-RANGE Magazine
ATV Nation
RockyTrail.com
Kansas Rocks Recreation Park
Poison Spyder Customs
Tuffy Security Products
RLTC is all online, self-paced, done by email and correspondence. The course retails for $150, but is only $120 for BlueRibbon
Coalition members and members of any state-wide recreation associations. Payment can be made by PayPal, check or payment
plan. Discounts are available for group signups.
“I believe the future of motorized recreation in particular lies in the hands of us, the users. We have no choice but to step up and
help save our trails and riding areas,” says Albright. “That also means joining and helping those great organizations fighting for us
like the BlueRibbon Coalition,” he added.
Sign up and learn more here: http://www.delalbright.com/RLTC/rltc.htm
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REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY-PUBLIC RELATIONS
Got Heart?

The Northeast Association of 4WD Clubs (NEA4WDC) selected their third recipient for the Shane Beard Award. Shane Beard, who lost a battle to
pancreatic cancer in 2006, was who most would consider a true example of someone who is passionate about every aspect of life. He showed
kindness and devotion to everything he was attached to-his family, friends, hobbies, and career. Shane volunteered his time to be a leader within
his local Boy Scout troop and he served as a leader and Executive Officer in the NEA4WDC and in his local 4WD club, NEWJO. He had a way of
making sure others always stayed on track and maintained the right focus for what was most important.
The passing of Shane hit the communities he was involved in like a Jeep® that just can’t overcome the obstacle it is up against. Nobody could
understand why a great man would be taken away from so many people that loved and admired him. So, in his honor and to continue his legacy,
the members of the NEA4WDC gave birth to the Shane Beard Award in 2006. They composed the following criteria for the award:
1. Active volunteer/leader within the wheeling community who maintains a positive influence for and with others.
2. Actively involved in land maintenance and acquisition opportunities for the sport.
3. Demonstrates responsibility and leadership on and off the trails. Promotes such characteristics in other members of the community as
well.
4. Promotes and generates ideas that are practical for the entire family with regards to wheeling-related events.
5. Maintains a positive attitude throughout all of the work being done within the community.
Domenic Pono of Deep Woods Extreme and Domenic’s Auto & Jeep received the Award in 2006 and Roy Van Gemert of Deep Woods Extreme
received the Award in 2007.
At the August BOD Meeting of the NEA4WDC, the delegates voted on the 2008 recipient of the Shane Beard Award from a list of seven nominated candidates. The votes were tallied, the results were announced at the 2008 Fall Crawl event, and the recipient of the Award is Pat Charron.
The person who nominated Pat had the following words to say, “I'd like to nominate Pat Charron from Baystate Jeepers. She's been with BSJ
since the beginning (10 years), serving as President, Director of Trails, and Director of Events. She has also been very involved with the NEA
and has contributed to many land use issues ranging from OFR to being my right hand in dealing with Coy Hill. She is one of the kindest and
most dedicated people I have ever met in this sport and I feel very fortunate to call her my friend. She's also one hell of a driver too. Pat's unequalled dedication and perseverance makes her most deserving of the Shane Beard Award.” Typically Executive Officers are not eligible for the
Award but since the Award actually reflects the previous year and Pat did not become an officer until 2008, the BOD agreed that she would be
eligible. Congratulations to Pat for winning the Award and I think her acceptance speech tied with Domenic and Roy.
For those who knew Shane, they know that he had a special place for rubber chickens and Hawaiian shirts. We received a suggestion to present
something like this along with the traveling award plaque so that when recipients have to pass the plaque on they will still have something to
keep. So this year Domenic, Roy, and Pat were presented with rubber chickens wearing little Hawaiian shirts. (The associates who helped me at
the IParty store couldn’t help but chuckle) The tradition will continue with future recipients.
For more information on the Shane Beard Award or to nominate someone for 2009, please contact us at info@nea4wd.org All nominations must
be submitted in writing and can be e-mailed to the previous address or mailed to the NEA4WDC, PO Box 887, Derry NH 03038.

The Equal Employment Opportunity Committee and the Employee Association are sponsoring "Operation Troop Donation." Various Items will be
collected and will be sent to one or more troops stationed in either Iraq or Afghanistan. Our mission is to send these boxes in time for the Holiday
Season. Donations will be accepted from now until Friday, November 21, 2008. Boxes will need to be mailed the following week to be in time for
the Holidays. If you would like to participate, please come to the next NEA4WDC BOD meeting or send your stuff with your delegate. The
meeting is on Nov 1st at the Marion Gerrish Community Center in Derry, NH 10am-2pm, Room 1.
Please see the attached list for needed items.
BATTERIES (AA, AAA, C & D), WET ONES, HARD CANDY, TWIZZLERS, COFFEE, EYE DROPS, BODY POWDER, HOLIDAY DECORATIONS (LIGHTS), SUN BLOCK (NON OILY), LIP BALM, GUM, DEODORANT, TOOTHPASTE, PLAYING CARDS, TRAVEL SIZE GAMES
PHONE CARDS, GRANOLA BARS, PIPE CLEANERS, ZIP LOCK BAGS (ALL SIZES), SUNFLOWER SEEDS, MAGAZINES, BOOKS
Travel Size items are best. Most Troops are short on space.
Peg Nordby
Program Assistant HBPC
VAMC Manchester
718 Smyth Road
Manchester, NH 03104
(603) 624-4366 ext. 6417
This is a good way for members to see how the NEA4WDC works and to help our our warriors. If you are planning on dropping of stuff, staying
for the meeting and are not a delgate let me know. We have Pizza ordered for lunch and want to make sure we have enough on hand for everybody.
As many of you know or not know I am retiring from volunteer accounting. This might be my last good deed with you all. My wife will see that the
items get to the Manchester VA hospital.
Thanks for the help.
Steve Nordby
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Bryce Walker, son of a member of Overland Jeepers, was diagnosed with leukemia towards the end of September.
He is in Maine Med at the Barbara Bush Center, undergoing chemo, very sick 17 yr old.
His hair is falling out, I thought it would be cool if I could get him some hats.
Send me some club hats etc, and I will see that he gets them.
Jim Palmer
111 Kilgore rd
PO Box 165
S Paris ME 04281
Thanks

How can you support the NEA4WDC financially? You can send a check made payable to the NEA4WDC or we have Paypal links on our website. We are continuously collecting money for the Travel Fund, Trails Fund, Access-4-All Project,
and the General Fund which offsets daily administrative costs to manage events and daily functions of the NEA4WDC.
Please be sure to mark your donation for the appropriate fund.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Central Connecticut 4 Wheelers
Want to check out some local off-road racing action? Central Connecticut 4
Wheelers can give you what you are looking for. For the past 15 years they
have been involved with the racing at the Southwick MA Motorcross 338 Racetrack. Check out their 2008 Flyer at http://www.cc4w.org
2008 Race Dates
October 19

NEA4WDC Poker Run
Tentatively Scheduled for Saturday, November
15th.
Tentative Fee: $20
We will run headquarters out of the Deering Fish &
Game in Deering, NH and will run a route of local
Class VI Roads. Four checkpoints will be staged at
various obstacles along the route where participants will draw their cards. There will be an option at the end to redraw up to 3 cards
for an additional fee.
Food and refreshments will be available. If you would like to volunteer for any part of
the event, please let us know.
Please stay tuned for confirmed details on your local NEA forum and your club forums
as your delegates pass on the information!

SAVE THE DATES
Post this on your fridge to remind you of upcoming events and remember to check the NEA forum for updates!

October 4

Montague Plains Cleanup

Montague MA

October 13

NEWJO Columbus Day Rock Crawl/Show

Sandwich Fair in NH

October 19

CCFW Race

Southwick MA

November 1

NEA4WDC Meeting

Derry NH

November 15

NEA4WDC Poker Run

Deering NH

November 21

Donation Deadline for Operation Troop Donation

Contact Steve Nordby

Northeast Association of 4WD Clubs, Inc.
PO Box 887
Derry, NH 03038
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